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cannot dwell in detail on the execrable Penal Code', we can
only gknce at its most salient features. After the forfeitures
of the reign of William III, on a final adjustment made by
the English Parliament, about 300,000 acres of the Irish land
had been given back to their old possessors; about 800,000
had been bestowed on new men, largely English absentees;
and probably not more than one-eighth of the Irish soil* alber
the confiscations of a century and a half, remained in the
hands of Irish Catholic owners, whether of the old Englishry,
or of the Celtic race. It was the first object, however, of the
Penal Code, and of its authors the ruling Protestant caste, to
divorce _fteCathdjcs as^ completely as possible from the land,
the source~oF~wealth and political power, and to^deprive ISiem
even of the remnant they still retained, after the wrongs they
had endured for ages. To effect this purpose the Irish
Catholic was disabled from acquiring the ownership of land,
or even from having an incumbrance on it \ the only tenure of
land he could obtain, was a short leasehold at a rack rent, a
tenure obviously designed for humble peasants; and, at the
same time, the few Catholics who had preserved their estates,
were compelled to allow them to be split in fragments, and to
agavel" among their children at death, the idea being thai, by
this provision, their " properties would soon crumble away and
disappear/' Other laws, all with the same fell purpose, but
some inspired by evil malice and hate, were passed to complete
this exclusion from the land A Catholic estate was not to
"gavel," should the eldest son conform to the dominant faith;
1 Vincent Scully on the Penal Code is a book of some research,
Howard's Popery Cases will be read with profit. Barke's Tracts ** tte
Poptry JLaws, though mere incomplete sketches, bear the marks of his
philosophic and masterly hand. The Irelande potitique* sociale* et
religieuse of De Beaumont is worth careful study. An excellent dissertation
on the Irish Penal Code will be found in Mr Lecky's England in the
Eighteenth Ctntury, voL I. chap, z$ vol. II- chap. ?.